


Approxirnatelt 8o pcrccnt ofdeal anrl

h:rr,l ,,1h'rrih! slrrdnrrl. rrn rrrrirr-
strearrred. This has created r social
diosportr (scarcring), loss ol clcaf rolc
moclels ancl ii drarrirlic rcduction of'

students rvith acccss to social scttings ii)r

the hearing-impaired.
Bcr.rurt ,'l , otntrrutri, irliolr Ldlfirr\

antl isolrtion. it is incrcdibiy dillicr t {br

voung deal pcople to nake sersc ol thc
gracc and truth ofJesus Christ. l)e;r I

peopic have the sarnc rights as those who
heiir to priry, worship. scrve, discuss.
cclebrate and meditate o[ God's Word. It
is in Christ that onc Iinds his or hcr trr.re

identitv. -fhc ultinate answcr to the dcal

cultural crisis is f<rund in addressing thc
spiritual crisis. The hope fbr a scattered

conrnurrity iD kriorving thcre is a Gotl
rvho knolvs us, loves us and rvill see us

through this cra ofstruggle.

Thc rich Christian heritage in the dcal

colnm[nitv has becomc ahnost conpletclv
elascd h-om tlre clcal exltcriencc.'lhis
crisis lvent r'irtuallY unrecognizecl bv the
larger Christian bul,l'. Thcre is a general

assulnption iD churchcs lhat beaatlsc

there are "no deaf peoplc in our church.'
then "thcy rrrust bc going sorncwhere
r ',. Tlris i. not lrr,. Tlrcr, i. .-r

videspread clisconnect amonll spiritual
things within the deaf commrrnitr'1br
those below the agc of 50. ID rllanv derl
schools and riruinstrcamed scttings, there

is a subtle (and sonlctirnes aggrcssive)
antaflonisrn toward the Cbristian lirifh.
ln the cor.rrse of one gencration. tile
Christian faith had l)ecorre iillnost
cxtinguished Iiour the deirl experiencc.

Norv, hcre is the good news: (}od rvants

His pcoplc back. and the,l'rIe responding.

There is a grot'ing revival in thc deaf
conrnrunit,v that is sprcading across thc

country. trruch of this ceDtercd in
ministr) with deaf ,-voung people. In
2ooo. DealYouth Mini s trie s rvas

esrablished to "bring together thc bcst in
youth and deafrninistry." The clircct
rninistrv is callcd DcafTeen Qucst
(DTQucst@). rvhich is nolr'- an ollicial
ministr,-v ol Youth lor Christ,/LlSA iu
prrtner'lrip u itlr DcalYouth V rni.r rie..

Tlro.' ,,1 Lj. in rl'rl mitri.trr lr:tc
struggled for vcars as oulsidcrs who

nrinislcr in isolation. Burnout is vcrv high.

Finances arc incrcdiblv difficult.
(irordination o1'a singlc cvent is cornplcx

aDd costly.

So rr lrrl is tlri' l'.r.ir 'er1rre.t ,rf tlro.,' irr

rlcuf rninistrr.? \\'hat do rve need for
etlbctive and snstainablc ministry? Holv
can vou open thc doors to vour churcil or

l'outh rninistrv? It is relativch- simple.
Wc want to be $'clconled ini wc need to
bc cherishcd as iin important p rt ol the

fimilv. ll'e leed o roortl irt fhe house cnd .r

plocool t/re tobie.

For deaf rninisrr,-v to bc cffectivc. u-e

nust have our orvn idcntit\'. So. \Ye Dec(L

ir'-roorri: ]rot r phvsical roonll)ut cNdr?ness

on the part o{ hcaring people that deaf'

rDinistry. b,y its vcrv nature, rnust be

sepnrate at tirncs. In Mark 7. whcnJesus

is intcructing$'ith thc clcalnan. verse 33

begins. 'AfterJcsrts took hirn asidc, away

from thc cron-d... '.fcsus reaches into the
unicllleness of the individual neecls.
\t lrcn rleul t.cr'.rg, r. f.all) , omc la, c

to llce rvithJcsus. it is rrsuall,-v "arvay

frorn thc crowd.'Our "deaf roorl
should be filled rvith a distinct scnse of
hurnor. gcncral cultural prefercnccs and

have barrier {icc communication. We

camrotjust lrlug in" to hearing ministdes
vith an interprctcr. To rcach into the
heart of a dca{ teenager on a spiritual
lcvcl. wc nced our o\\,n "room."

To be sustainable, deal tecn rninislrv
Decds fo be corr cclcd to the larger
Christiln body. Deaf ministrl- with
tccnigers calrnot. and s]rould not. exist
scparatelY ftorrr somc network of a

gr FJ lcr t| rrr i\l r\'. Tlr i ' , on ne, I i,,n is
what rrukcs dea{ ninistrl' sustainallle-
This onl.l'r'orks i{',-vou rccognize dcaf
n)inistry rlustbc approached as i crtltural
ministr\.. NOT a disabilitv group.
Hcaling pcople rvho clo not sigrr ar c

' sigrinpl irnprired. Deaf pcoplc nccd to

be r.rclconrecl to lhc lablc of fellowsh\r
s.ith thc rvholc farnily; *c need a plocc'at

ltrl. lablc. V,p $rtll lL, Lt 1,rrrt oftlrr
Iamilv. Wc wont to contributc. sharc.

I'rrr .rtrd lecl r rl'.,,1. Il rlc.'f rlrr'i.trv i'
isolatcd liom other tecns. \\re cannol
sustain our outreach. rvhich s'ill be olc
morc pain{irl loss in the life o1u dcal teen.

N{v wilb and I chosc to builtl our fanrilv
through adoption of oklcr chiltlren. W-e

have fir.e childr en lionr thlee distiDct
, rrltur,rl l'.r, lqrortr',1'. orrc ','n is

African Arncrican. orrr threc oldest
chiklrcn are Citrtcasian ancl rvcrc born
into rur al povcrty, and our voriDgest
claughtcr is clca{'ancl liorn Ecuirdor.
Hol,ever, u.e arc one fantih'. \Irc lovc each

othcr ancl share lnnnv mcrls togcther'
When ali orrr chiltlreD still lil'cd at homc.

each had separate roorns. and all $'erc
c\pe(ted to be at the tlinncr table, reaclY

to intcrnct. Thcre werc {nsses. lights and

|lr.,rn\ etlipn,1 \ Ilrcl , orne u itlrlir irrg irr

big families;but everl'onc is cquallv
im|"1t;1n1. and ea, I' p.r.'on , drri..
responsibilities. Each one is a chcrished
p,u I nl Ihe [.rrlilr. When or! rrcrrl,er i\
missirrg. our lamilv is incornpletc.

This is rl'hv the basic concept o1

c{lective and sustirinable dea{ teen
rrrinistrv makes so nuch sensc to us: wc

live daill with cultural divcrsitv and

faurily unit,v (though stresscd it times).

Frerv onc,'f,,rrr, hild rrrr lrrs o r"orrr ttr

the horsc ord o plocc ot the robie. Ellbrt is

rnqrlir,rl. brrl 'vc,r'e rl,i. to nr.rlic thing.
work. In far:t, rvc nust. il $'c arc floirig to
help bring thc light o{ Christ ilrto the
live. ,rf ,lcrI rnd llrr,l nI lr-Jrirrg
teenagcrs rl'ho neecl to realizc Gocl

knorvs their heart langlage ancl

cclebrates their crthurc. rD

I 1),\rres is pre!dcntoll)QJ\.ntlr
trftrislrnl(NNr{ltqucsto.g) II.! !)

nrrntrial.oo nr iL,r Inr I.rtl lnr
('li.is/LrS,\ \ l)cri li.nQnesl r!(l ll'e
DcJTrer \lithrrr Allilil\ \t1so.L

No n!ro. Irtr tlre NrLnri | | Ner\rofk oi
linrtL Nfti\lri6. LIe i\ tlr. iutnor ol I h/
Didv-n,: ?'. l'h" d lli^, .y' ]hf.\lin.1^
dxlR(l Lili ll'^dd,,: srdi.s &, ,r RrJ.
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