A New Affinity

Reaching Deaf

By Bob Ayres

inistry with deaf teenagers is
tough! For a number of reasons,

the Christian faith has almost been

extinguished within the deaf community in
the younger generations.

Once a youth worker is able to cross the
language and cultural barriers between
the hearing and deaf worlds, there awaits
a microcosm of all societal ills. Deaf and
hard-of-hearing teenagers face all the
same temptations, dangers and sins as
other teenagers, but without many of
the supports available to their hearing
peers. They are few in number and in
most cases, scattered due to educational
mainstreaming.

Network:
Teenagers

In 2007, there were 55 ministry leaders
representing 25 ministries in 15 states in
attendance. This training and networking

The great news is that God is actively workingvent is an amazing gathering of people

across the nation through ministries
reaching the scattered population of deaf
and hard of hearing teenagers. A revival in
the deaf community is spreading across the
country, primarily through youth ministry.

This rapidly spreading impact on a new
generation of young deaf and hard-of-
hearing people is happening through
various ministries who are willing to work
together. Many deaf teenagers across the
nation are coming to Christ, maturing

in faith and knowledge, and finding
opportunities to develop leadership skills
through service and missions.

In February 2001, DeafYouth Ministries,
Inc. hosted a national symposium
for connecting and co-laboring with

colleagues for determining the best ways to www.deafministry.org. ¢

create effective and sustainable
ministry with deaf and hard-
of-hearing teenagers. This

Deaf Teen Ministry National
Symposium has been an annual
cornerstone event since that
time.

from across the denominational and
ministry spectrum who love Jesusand deaf

teens. There are a number of other training

opportunities, partnerships, materials and
resources available through this network.

Bob Ayres is the president of DeafYouth
Ministries (DTQuest®) and is serving as
the Deaf Teen Ministry Affinity Network
coordinator. An advisory team for this
network is comprised of Chad Entinger
(Deaf Missions), Jeremy Simons (D-Pact)
and Todd Miller (DCC-Pastor).

If you are interested and a member of
NNYM, we welcome you to join this new
Affinity Network, too. If you are not yet a
member, you can join and get involved
with this Affinity Network. Learn more at

Bob Ayresis the president of DeafYouth
Ministries (DTQuest®) and is serving as the Deaf
Teen Ministry Affinity Network coordinator. He
and his wife, Kathy, live in Louisville, Kentucky
and have five children in their 20s, including their
youngest who is deaf and a leader with DTQuest®.
Bob is the author of Deaf Diaspora: The Third Wave
of Deaf Ministry (iUniverse, 2004), along with
numerous other publications. Bob and Kathy
grew up in Florida and have particularly enjoyed
this “Year of the Gators.” More information is
available at www.bobayres.com.
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o The National Network of
iS i 0““ Youth Ministries links youth
I%i 3 1 ilsas=p Workers for encouragement,
spiritual growth, and sharing
resources in order to expose
every teenager to the gospel
of Jesus Christ, establish those
who respond in a local church,
and disciple them to help
reach the world.

Join the Network

We need each other. We are better
together! The Network links people on
several fronts, from individual youth workers,
to denominations, ministries and
organizations, as well as other Networks. At
the core is the Network Covenant signed by
every Network Member. Jesus' prayer in
John 17 compels us to unite “that the world
may believe.”

kkrueger@nnym.org
bcoday@nnym.org

morr@nnym.org
crenzelman@nnym.org
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